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but Hawkins's gang having no connection with that villain,
who did not even know their persons, they sent the book
by a porter to Sir David, without expense. They next
stopped Mr Hyde, of Hackney, in his coach, and robbed
him of ten pounds and his watch, but missed three hundred
pounds which the gentleman then had in his possession*
After this they stopped the Earl of Westmorland's coach, in
Lincoln's Inn Fields, and robbed him of a sum of money,
though there were three footmen behind the carriage. The
footmen called the watch, but on the robbers firing a pistol
over their heads the guardians of the night decamped.
Hawkins had now resolved to carry the booty obtained in
several late robberies to Holland, but Jonathan Wild, having
heard of the connection, caused some of the gang to be
apprehended, on which the rest went into the country to
hide themselves. On this occasion Hawkins and Wilson
went to Oxford, and paying a visit to the Bodleian Library,
the former wantonly defaced some pictures in the gallery,
and one hundred pounds' reward being offered to discover
the offender, a poor tailor, having been taken up on sus-
picion narrowly escaped being whipped, merely because he
was of Whiggish principles.
Hawkins and his friend returning to London, the latter,
coming of age at that time, succeeded to a little estate his
father had left him, which he sold for three hundred and
fifty pounds, a small part of which he lent to his companions
to buy horses, and soon dissipated the rest at the gaming-
table. The associates now stopped two gentlemen in a
chariot on the Hampstead Road, who both fired at once,
by which three slugs were lodged in Hawkins's shoulder
and the highwaymen got to London with some difficulty.
On Hawkins's recovery they attempted to stop a gentle-
man's coach in Hyde Park, but the coachman driving
hastily, Wilson fired, and wounding himself in the hand
found it difficult to scale the Park wall to effect his escape.
This circumstance occasioned some serious thoughts in his
mind, in consequence of which he set out for his mother's
house in Yorkshire, where he was kindly received, and fully
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